Ancient Arts of Western Asia 
and Northeastern Africa 


Images and Texts 


Prepared by Robert G. Bedrosian 


This material is presented solely for non-commercial educational/research purposes. 


The entries below link to Google Images, Wikipedia, Internet Archive, The Ancient World Online (AWOL), 
Encyclopaedia Iranica, Sacred-Texts, and the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, at New York's Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Categories include Mesopotamia, Western Iran, Asia Minor and the Caucasus, the Levant, 
Northeastern Africa, and Classical Art (Greece and Rome). 


Internet Archive has two works which are ideal companions to this material, and cover the same geographical 


of Ancient Geography, by Heinrich Kiepert (London, 1881). Another invaluable resource (at AWOL) is Ancient 
Locations, a database of archaeological sites, prepared by Charles Jones. 


Mesopotamia 


Mesopotamian Art, Google Images 


Art of Mesopotamia, at Wikipedia 
Ancient Near East Art and Architecture, at Wikipedia 


Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, at New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art: 
Mesopotamia, 8000-2000 B.C. 
Mesopotamia, 1000 B.C. -1 A.D. 
Mesopotamia, 1-500 A.D. 
Heilbrunn articles and essays 


Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography 


Mesopotamia/Southern Anterior Asia, pp. 84ff. 
The Region of the Euphrates and Tigris, pp. 87ff. 


Sumerian 


Sumerian Art, Google Images 
Art of Sumeria, Wikipedia 


Sumerian Art, Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 


Babylonian 


Babylonian Art, Google Images 


Art of Babylonia, Wikipedia 


Babylonian Art, Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 
Assyrian 
Assyrian Art, Google Images 

Art of Assyria, Wikipedia 


Assyrian Art, Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 


Books about Mesopotamian civilization and art: 
Internet Archive: 


Mesopotamian, general 
Sumerian 

Babylonian 

Assyrian 


The Ancient World Online (AWOL): 


Mesopotamian, general 
Sumerian 

Babylonian 

Assyrian 


Sacred-Texts: 


Mesopotamian, general 
Sumerian 

Babylonian 

Assyrian 


Western Iran 


Persian Art, Wikipedia 
Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 


Iran 8000-2000 B.C. 
Iran 2000-1000 B.C. 
Iran 1000 B.C.- 1 A.D. 
Tran 1 - 500 A.D. 


Heilbrunn articles and essays 
Encyclopaedia Iranica 
Neolithic to Median, 7th millennium to 7th century B.C. 
Median art and architecture 
Achaemenian art and architecture 
Parthian 
Sasanian 


Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography 


Western Asia, pp. 32-34. 
Western Iran, pp. 34-36. 


Achaemenid 


Achaemenid Art, Google Images 
Achaemenid Art and Architecture, Wikipedia 


Achaemenid Architecture, Wikipedia 
Parthian/Hellenistic 
Parthian Art, Google Images 
Parthian Art, Wikipedia 
Sasanian 
Sasanian Art, Google Images 
Sasanian Art, Wikipedia 
Books about Iranian civilization and art: 


Internet Archive: 


Bibliography for the Art of Ancient Iran, by Edith Porada. 


Persian, general 
Achaemenid 
Parthian/Hellenistic 
Sasanian 


The Ancient World Online (AWOL): 


Persian/Iranian, general 
Achaemenid 

Parthian 

Sasanian 


Sacred-Texts: 


Persia/Iran, general 
Achaemenids/Zoroastrianism 
Parthian 

Sasanian 


Asia Minor and the Caucasus 


Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 
Asia Minor and the Caucasus 8000-2000 B.C. 
Asia Minor 2000-1000 B.C. 
Asia Minor 1000 B.C.- 1 A.D. 
Asia Minor 1 A.D - 500 A.D. 
Heilbrun articles and essays 
Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography 
North-western Anterior Asia/Armenia, pp. 47-53. 
Regions of the Caucasus/Colchis, Iberia, Albania/Aghuania/Atropatene, pp. 53-57. 


Asia Minor, pp. 57-84. 
Hittite 


Hittite Art, Google Images 
Hittite Art, Wikipedia 


Hurrian 


Hurrian Art, Google Images 
Hurrians, Wikipedia 


Mitanni, Wikipedia 
Urartian 


Urartian Art, Google Images 
Urartian Art, Wikipedia Commons 


Urartu, Wikipedia 
Urartu in Iran, by Wolfram Kleiss at Encyclopaedia Iranica. 


Armenian 


The Rock Carvings of the Ghegham Mountain Range, by H. A. Martirosyan, at the website of the 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (Erevan, Armenia). 


Ancient Armenian Art, Google Images (includes Medieval) 
Wikipedia articles: 

Prehistoric Armenia 

Kura-Araxes Culture 


Armens 
Hayasa-Azzi 


Iberian/Georgian 


Ancient Georgian Art, Google Images (includes Medieval) 


Wikipedia articles: 


Prehistoric Georgia 
Shulaveri-Shomu culture 
Trialeti culture 

Colchis 


Books about the civilizations and arts of Asia Minor and the Caucasus: 
Internet Archive: 


Eastern Asia Minor and the Caucasus in Remote and Classical Antiquity, by Robert 
Bedrosian. 


Hittites 
Urartu 


Armenian Art (includes Medieval) 
The Ancient World Online (AWOL): 


Asia Minor 
Caucasus 
Hittite/Hittites 
Biainili-Urartu 


Armenia 
Georgia 

Anatolia 
Turkey 


Levant 


Levantine Art, Google Images 
Prehistory of the Levant, Wikipedia 


Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 
Levant 8000-2000 B.C. 
Levant 2000-1000 B.C. 
Levant 1000 B.C. - 1 A.D. 
Levant 1 - 500 A.D. 
Heilbrunn articles and essays 


Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography 


Syria, pp. 96-112, including Coele-Syria, Phoenicia, Palestina (Philistaea), Canaan, 
Galilaea, Samaria, Judaea, and Peraea. 


Syria 


Art from Ancient Syria, Google Images 
History of Ancient Syria, Wikipedia 


Phoenicia 


Phoenician Art, Google Images 
Phoenicia, Wikipedia 


Israel 


Art from Ancient Israel, Google Images 


Prehistory of Israel, Wikipedia 
History of Ancient Israel and Judah, Wikipedia 


Books about Levantine civilization and art: 
Internet Archive: 


Syrian Art/History 
Phoenician Art/History 
Israel Art/History 


The Ancient World Online (AWOL): 


Levant/Levantine 
Israel/Palestine 


Sacred-Texts: 
Syria 


Phoenicia 
Israel 


Northeastern Africa 


Egypt 


Ancient Egyptian Art, Google Images 
Art of Ancient Egypt, Wikipedia 
Ancient Egypt Portal, Wikipedia 


Coptic Art of Egypt and Ethiopia, Google Images (includes Medieval) 
Coptic Art, Wikipedia 


Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 
Egypt, 8000-2000 B.C. 
Egypt, 2000-1000 B.C. 
Egypt, 1000 B.C. - 1 A.D. 
Egypt 1-500 A.D. 


Heilbrunn articles and essays 


Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography: Egypt, pp. 118-126. 
Nubia/Sudan 


Nubian Art, Google Images 
Nubia, Wikipedia 
Nubian Architecture, Wikipedia 


Nubia, essays and images from the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 


Ethiopia 


Ethiopian Art, Google Images (includes Medieval) 
History of Ethiopia, Wikipedia 
Ethiopia, essays and images from the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 


Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography: Ethiopia, pp. 126-128. 


Books about the civilizations and arts of Northeastern Africa 
Internet Archive: 


Egyptian Art/History 
Ethiopian Art/History 
Coptic Art/History 
Nubian Art/History 


The Ancient World Online (AWOL): 


Egypt/Egyptian 
Ethiopia/Ethiopian 
Coptic 


Open Access Ancient Nubia and Sudan 
Sudan Open Archive 


Sacred-Texts: 


Egypt/Egyptian 
Ethiopia/Ethiopian 
Copts 
Nubia/Nubian 


Classical Art 


Ancient Greece 


Ancient Greek Art, Google Images 
Ancient Greek Art, Wikipedia 


Hellenistic Art, Google Images 
Hellenistic Art, Wikipedia 
Ancient Greece Portal, Wikipedia 
Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 


Greece 8000-2000 B.C. 
Greece 2000-1000 B.C. 
Greece 1000 B.C. - 1 A.D. 
Greece 1 - 500 A.D. 


Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography 


Chapter 7: European Greece, pp. 140-186. 
Chapter 8: Illyrio-Thracian and Pontus Countries, pp. 186-208. 


Rome 


Ancient Roman Art, Google Images 
Roman Art, Wikipedia 
Ancient Rome Portal, Wikipedia 


Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 


Italy 1000 B.C. - 1 A.D. 
Italy 1 - 500 A.D. 


Kiepert's Manual of Ancient Geography, Chapter 9: Italia, pp. 208-256. 


Books about Greek and Roman civilization and art: 


Internet Archive: 


Greek Art 
Roman Art 


The Ancient World Online (AWOL): 


Greek Art 
Roman Art 


Sacred-Texts: 


Greek Art 
Roman Art 


